
BENEFICIARIES  

SITUATION 

 

EXAMPLES 

EXPLICATION 
Given premium or benefit  

Publication on 

behalf of 

FEES, PAYMENTS AND REIMBURSEMENT OF COSTS FOR SERVICES AND CONSULTANCY 

A healthcare professional is the beneficiary of the fees 

Fees, payments and reimbursement of costs 

granted directly to a healthcare 

professional: publication on behalf of the 

healthcare professional beneficiary (Art. 3, par. 1, 

4°, RD Sunshine Act)  

Company                        Pharmacist X Pharmacist X 

Pharmacist X performs a scientific service for the company (giving a presentation at a congress, 

writing a scientific article, participating in a meeting of experts, etc.) and the fees are paid directly 

to the pharmacist's account (natural person). The publication takes place on behalf of the 

pharmacist. If the fees are paid into the account of a bvba/sprl, the publication will still take place 

on behalf of the pharmacist (see below). 

Fees, payments and reimbursement of costs 
granted indirectly to a healthcare 

professional: publication on behalf of the 

healthcare professional beneficiary (Art. 3, par. 1, 

4°, RD Sunshine Act) 

 

 

 
 

 

Dr. B works for the hospital and 

receives a part or the totality of the 

fees paid by the hospital 

 

Dr B 

Dr B performs a scientific service for the company. The fees are paid to an account of the hospital 

for which Dr B works and the hospital then transfers the fees fully or partially to Dr B. In this case, 

Dr B is the (indirect) beneficiary of the fees and the publication must therefore take place under 

his name. The company shall publish on behalf of Dr B the total amount of the fees it paid, unless 

the hospital has communicated to the company the distribution of fees between the hospital and 

Dr B (cf. the obligation to communicate as set in Art. 3, par. 1, 8°, RD Sunshine Act), in which case 

the company will publish the fees partially (i) on behalf of the hospital and (ii) partially on behalf 

of Dr B, according to the distribution key. 

A healthcare organisation is the beneficiary of the fees 
 

Fees, payments and reimbursement of costs 

granted to a healthcare organisation: 

publication on behalf of the beneficiary healthcare 

organisation, except in the case of a healthcare 

professional who practices as a legal entity or is 

part of a de facto association, in which case the 

beneficiary is the healthcare professional who 

actually performed the services originating the 

fees and expenses (Art. 3, par. 1, 4°, a, RD 
Sunshine Act) 

 

 

Company                              

 

Belgian Nurses 

Association  

The "Belgian Nurses Association" performed a scientific service for the company. Fees were paid to 
the healthcare organisation without any retrocession to individual healthcare professionals. The 

healthcare organisation is therefore the final beneficiary of the fees and the publication takes place 

on behalf of the healthcare organisation. 

 

Company                           bvba/sprl  

                    (single person legal entity) 
        
  Dr Y performed a scientific service 

           

Dr Y  

The publication takes place on behalf of the (individual) healthcare professional who performed the 

scientific service and not on behalf of the company (sprl/bvba or other) on whose account the fees 

were paid.  

 

Dr O 

The publication takes place on behalf of the (individual) healthcare professional who performed the 

scientific service (in our example Dr O) and not on behalf of the company in which he/she works 

(here "GP Practice"), even though the fees were paid into the "GP Practice" account. 

A patient organisation is the beneficiary of the fees 

Fees, payments and reimbursement of costs 

granted to a patient organisation: publication 

on behalf of the patient organisation (Art. 3, par. 
1, 4°, RD Sunshine Act) 

Company                  Patient organisation  Patient 

organisation  

The patient organisation is the direct beneficiary (e.g. a contribution paid to the patient 

organisation's account). 

Company                                   Hospital  

 

 

 
 

(consisting of dr N, O and P: Dr O 

receives a compensation for his 

participation in an Advisory Board) 

Belgian Nurses 

Association   

GP Practice  
 

Company                              



DONATIONS AND GRANTS THAT SUPPORT HEALTHCARE (only granted to a healthcare organisation) 

Donation or grant granted to a healthcare 

organisation: on behalf of the healthcare 
organisation (Art. 3, par. 1, 4°, RD Sunshine Act) 

Company                              Hospital  Hospital  The hospital is the direct beneficiary (e.g. a grant paid to the hospital's account). 

FINANCIAL OR OTHER SUPPORT (only granted to a patient organisation) 

Financial or other support granted to a patient 
organisation: on behalf of the patient 

organisation (Art. 3, par. 1, 4°, RD Sunshine Act) 

Company              Patient organisation   Patient 

organisation   

The patient organisation is the direct beneficiary (e.g. a contribution paid to the patient 

organisation’s account). 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE COSTS OF PARTICIPATION IN SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 

 

Direct sponsorship of the participation of 
healthcare professionals in scientific events: 

on behalf of the healthcare professional who 

actually participated in the scientific event (Art. 3, 

par. 1, 4°, b, RD Sunshine Act) 

              

 

 

 
Veterinarian T 

Even if veterinarian T does not receive any money (the company has made payments to the 

hotel, the congress organiser and the travel agency), it is indeed the veterinarian T who is the 

final beneficiary because he/she is the one who attended the congress, took advantage of the 
overnight stays and took the flight. 

 

 

 

Indirect sponsorship of the participation of 

healthcare professionals in scientific events: 

on behalf of the healthcare professional who 

actually participated in the scientific event, even 

though this healthcare professional received this 

premium or benefit through a healthcare 
organisation (Art. 3, par. 1, 4°, b, RD Sunshine 

Act) 

 

Dr F, Dr G, Dr H 

and Dr I 

 
 

In the case of indirect sponsorship, the company offers an overall amount (also called an 

“educational grant”) to a healthcare organisation (in this example: a PCO, Hospital L or Physician 

Association K) that chooses itself which healthcare professionals will benefit from this 

sponsorship. The company does not know in advance which healthcare professionals will be 

sponsored to participate in the scientific event organised by a healthcare organisation. However, 

since it are the individual healthcare professionals who are the final (indirect) beneficiaries of the 

sponsorship, the publication must take place on their behalf. 

 
To this end, Art. 3, par. 1, 8°, RD Sunshine Act provides that the healthcare organisation that 

actually received the funds (in this example the PCO, Hospital L or Physician Association K) must 

communicate to the companies that have granted a sponsorship, by 31 December of the 

reference year concerned at the latest, the identity of the final individual beneficiaries and the 

amount of the premiums or benefits they have received. The companies concerned will thus be 

able to publish on behalf of the healthcare professionals in accordance with the provisions of the 

Sunshine Act. 

 

 

 
 

 

Congress organiser 

A: registration fee 

Hotel B: overnight 

stay 
 

Travel agency C: 

booking of the flights  
 

Company 

Financial flows to the benefit of 

veterinarian T for his/her 
participation in a scientific congress 

Company 
 

PCO, Hospital L or 

Physician 

Association K 
 

 

Dr F       Dr G       Dr H      Dr I 



CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE COSTS OF ORGANISING SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 

 

Direct sponsorship of a healthcare 

organisation for the organisation of a scientific 

event: on behalf of the healthcare organisation 

that received the contributions (Art. 3, par. 1, 4°, 

c, RD Sunshine Act) 
 

 

  

 
Paramedic 
Association  

 

In this example, the "Paramedic Association" (= healthcare organisation) organises a scientific 

event and the company offers a financial contribution to cover the costs of the organisation. In 

this case, it is clear that the "Paramedic Association" is the beneficiary of the sponsorship. 

 
Attention: if the healthcare organisation or the patient organisation organising the scientific event 

uses the contributions received from the company to cover fees, transport costs, overnight stays 

or registration fees of individual healthcare professionals at the request of the sponsoring 

company, then these amounts must be made public on behalf of the concerned healthcare 

professionals in accordance with Art. 3, par. 1, 4° a or b RD Sunshine Act. 

 

PCO 

In this example, a PCO ("Professional Congress Organizer") organises a scientific event on its 

own initiative. This PCO is therefore the beneficiary of the sponsorship, since a PCO meets the 

definition of a healthcare organisation.  

 

Indirect sponsorship of a healthcare 

organisation for the organisation of a 

scientific event: on behalf of the healthcare 

organisation that received the contributions (Art. 

3, par. 1, 4°, c, RD Sunshine Act) 

 

 
  

 

 

Scientific Association of Oncologists 

Scientific 

Association of 

Oncologists 

In this example, a healthcare organisation ("Scientific Association of Oncologists") mandates a 

PCO ("Professional Congress Organiser") to organise a scientific event. To this end, the PCO (or 

the Scientific Association of Oncologists) requests a sponsorship from companies to cover the 

costs of the scientific activities. The company pays a sponsorship to the PCO (not to the 

healthcare organisation). But since the request comes from an healthcare organisation (the 

Scientific Association of Oncologists), the publication must take place on behalf of this healthcare 

organisation which is the final beneficiary of the sponsorship. 

 

There are thus two different healthcare organisations involved: the PCO on the one hand and the 
Scientific Association of Oncologists on the other. In such a case, it is the healthcare organisation 

that is the final beneficiary of the sponsorship on whose behalf the publication must take place 

(in our example: the Scientific Association of Oncologists and not the PCO which acts in this case 

as an "intermediate”). 

Sponsorship of a patient organisation for the 

organisation of a scientific event: on behalf of 

the patient organisation that received the 
contributions (Art. 3, par. 1, 4°, c RD Sunshine 

Act) 

Company              Patient organisation   Patient 

organisation   

In this example, the patient organisation organises a scientific event and the company offers a 

financial contribution to cover the costs of the organisation. The patient organisation is the direct 
beneficiary of the sponsorship. 

 

Company 
 

Paramedic 

Association  

Company 
 

PCO 

Company 

Mission: 

organise a 

congress 

PCO 


